Hi all

This is a rather long story but I think it tells a wonderful story about a person getting started with a cat in CFA.

The story was written by Virginia King, a long time Himi breeder/exhibitor, and printed in the CAT TRACKS magazine, atlantic himalayan club, inc. - a CFA affiliated club.

I hope you have time to read it and find it as interesting and helpful as I have.

Mary Sietsema, Chair
CFA Mentor Program
mary@telecoons.com

Follow Me........The CFA Mentor Program

(copied with permission)

Many years ago, I was visiting a friend in Phoenix. There was a cat show at the hotel and we decided to go. That cat show changed my life significantly. I have often said that the cat fancy is a contagious disease from which one never recovers! However, those were the days before computers in general use, before mentoring programs, and unfortunately days when many people generally didn't share information and knowledge. In some areas, there was more of an "every man for himself" philosophy. After being bitten by the show bug, it took me two years until someone would take a chance on a newcomer and sell me a show cat. Good Himmies were few and far between in those days, and if one got a good show potential kitty, one held on to it! I was finally able to purchase a lovely cream point male who had done well in the show ring as a kitten, and I gave my solemn promise that I would grand this boy. It took me about 15 shows to grand him - not because he wasn't wonderful, but because I had to learn on him. I tried showing in my region but no one gave me any suggestions on grooming. I purchased a grooming video, but the suggestions didn't really make him look terrific in the ring. Each week he looked worse, no matter how much I bathed, brushed, etc. Finally a full Persian breeder took me aside and told me to go out of region. That's all she would say! I took her advice and booked flights to a few shows. Miraculously, people gave advice to an obvious newbie because they knew I wouldn't be back at the next show. How much a mentor would have meant to me! Finally Madame Nu Good Vibes of Prancenpaws did become a grand champion in spite of my early lack of knowledge. I had made every mistake possible when it came to grooming, and later I continued the trend when it came to breeding, raising kittens, cattery management, etc. It was pure tenacity that kept me going. I look back and wish I had the knowledge I have now to guide me in those early days . . . it would have provided much more joy to me, would have prevented many tears shed through the years, and led to healthier, happier kitties. These experiences have led me to mentor many people along the way - some with wonderful success and some that fell short. It's a tremendous pleasure to try to instill the experience, ethics, knowledge, etc. in new people. And the joy I receive in seeing these people take their first steps, grow wings and fly, and eventually begin to help others is overwhelming . . . truly a blessing!

Mentoring now usually begins via email. . . the post that says: Looking for a show quality seal point female. Or: Looking for a cat with breeding rights. Or: Wanting a cat or two to breed to my fantastic male (that fantastic male is usually a roaring pet, but that's another story). Some say: Looking for stud service. 

Occasionally, once several emails have been traded and possibly a telephone conversation and I find the sincerity, the sharing of a pure love of cats, I start down the road of being a mentor (or at least trying). It's almost detective work at first. That first email many times doesn't really tell much of the story. How did the first example decide upon wanting show quality? What do they consider show quality. . . a champion quality cat, a grand potential cat, or something more? Some new people think they can buy a cat that will get a national win or actually expect that to happen! Or at least final in every ring at their first show!! How did they decide upon a female? And the color - some people get stuck on a color, passing up a better cat of another color. I then go into my soap box about building the barn before one paints it! Pedigree and confirmation are so much more important than color! I often tell them my favorite color is the color of the cat I'm showing at the present time. If someone has never shown, how do they know they will enjoy showing? Showing a neutered/spayed kitty in Premiership is a wonderful way for the newcomer to not only get experience, but to see if this is really their cup of tea. Many people join a gym and find a month later that they hate going. Some people decide to show and then find sitting in front of a cage for two days isn't their favorite sport. Some of us adore it, but not everyone. Some children are raised playing with Barbie dolls or trucks under the show tables and grow up loving it - some are a pain in the neck in a show hall and hate it! These things must be weighed carefully. The mentee must decide not only if showing is something they will enjoy, but will the rest of the family fit into the plan. Is the husband supportive? Are the children of an age to cooperate? So many decisions. Many new people have no idea how much entry fees are, what costs are involved in the travel, hotels, etc. It seems like a great hobby, but they later find out it's a very expensive and time consuming hobby. 

Breeding rights. . .hmm - what is the purpose of wanting to breed? Sometimes it's to produce pet kittens because they want to show their children the miracle of birth. Or "just one litter so I can give a kitten to my sister, my mother-in-law, etc." And I tell them gently that the miracle of birth many times is the story of death - kittens die at various stages and the heartbreak can be significant, especially in the early years of breeding. I usually pass along the story written on The Miracle of Birth that would tear any cat lover's heart out! A part time job . . . so many people think they will make money selling kittens. A mentor must make sure the potential breeder knows they are not going to get rich selling kittens. I point out that breaking even is a goal many strive for and never reach. Providing the best of nutrition, the best health care, the best equipment is very expensive. It is also a part time job with no time off. Kitties need care 7 days a week and there is no vacation time unless one is lucky enough to have people there to fill in. Good pet sitters don't grow on trees . . . Kitten watch can keep one up endless hours and lead to sleep deprivation. It all seems so glamorous and easy but it isn't! It takes a special tenacity, a special love, a special type of person - it's not for everyone.

Once it's determined that the motives are to improve the breed and the dedication is there, it is important to stress the necessity of having a plan. The breeder is or at least SHOULD be responsible for the kitties produced for their lifetime. The breeder either gives each kitten the gift of a wonderful life, or condemns them to a life of misery. A mistake in judging a person can be a life sentence for an unsuspecting kitty. We must always be aware that there are people out there who will tell you anything you want to hear - sign a contract and have no intention of ever keeping that contract. So the plan is important - taking into consideration the maximum number of kitties for the space available, family considerations that either make showing possible, impossible or at least put a crimp in the number of shows one could attend. Another consideration should be the laws in one's area. More and more restrictive laws are being passed and part of any plan must be what to do if breeding becomes forbidden. Are you prepared to have to move? Are you prepared to hide what you're doing from neighbors, friends, etc.? Imagine authorities entering your home and taking your kitties away, despite the fact that everything is immaculately clean. But some new law might have been passed that no carpet could be in any area where kitties are housed, separate quarters must be provided, etc. Life could change drastically in an instant. 

"I'm looking for a show quality female." "Hmmm - show quality female. Are you planning to breed or are you going to spay her?" "I want breeding rights." "What do you plan to breed her to?" "I will get stud service for her." After this conversation, I usually launch into the "no win" results of stud service, letting the caller/emailer know that most catteries are closed and do not offer stud service. Why? I explain: If you brought your female to be bred to one of my males, and she came with a very recent health certificate saying she was free from every known disease, she could still be harboring something that might pop up in a stressful situation. Cats are notorious for this. And a strange male, whispering strange things into her ear, followed by equally strange physical demands could be very stressful. So she breaks with something and infects the male and it passes to every kitty in the household. She could destroy a cattery. On the other hand, let's say she didn't break with anything but was an unwilling participant. The male got frustrated and scratched her, bit her, etc. OR a child or grandchild left a door open and she got out and was never seen again. Very unlikely but in life the unlikely happens!!!! Law suit? Unkind words? My idea of a no win situation. I could go on and tell many worse scenarios, but I'll leave that to your imagination!

OK - so now we're getting the idea that we probably will need our own male. We also discuss that a male might be easier to show, since a female in roaring heat at 9 months of age is not a pretty sight in the show ring. We discuss the importance of one's foundation male - one that should be granded if at all possible. But as part of the plan, we discuss the fact that once the male has bred our several females, and we have kept a very tempting, gorgeous kitten, what do we breed her to? Maybe we'll need two males at some point so we're not inbreeding. And let's say each male won't be happy with a monogamous life - he'd like at least 2-3 ladies in his harem. Two males and 3 females each - WOW - that's 6-8 cats already. What about the beautiful kittens we want to keep. It's easy to see that numbers can escalate rapidly. And once they do, where do the cats go that we can't keep? What about kittens that can't be sold and all of a sudden have grown into adults? It happens more quickly than one could imagine and leads to all kinds of heartache and serious problems. These problems must be addressed before they happen so they DON'T happen. A good rule of thumb is never to produce more kittens than one could keep forever should that happen! 

There are so many areas where mentoring is invaluable as time goes by and hopefully in time the mentoring has turned into a marvelous friendship. Feeding programs, health concerns, birthing, tube feeding, good vets, pedigrees, what age to allow kittens to go to new homes, contracts, deposits, how to find the best homes, etc. The list goes on and on. The cat lists have been so helpful in answering questions for new people. Unfortunately, flaming has made some newcomers run for the hills - people who feel their opinion is the only opinion and rake the newcomer over the coals. But the value is still there - one must have thick skin and a ready finger on the delete button. None of us were born knowing a whole lot about raising/showing kittens. . .we acquired our knowledge through trial and error, and passing along this knowledge to the newcomer is immeasurable, not only to them but to their cats and kittens.

One of the most important things to remember is that when this life is over, the Creator isn't going to commend you on your national wins or your breeding program. You will be judged on how you treated your fellow man, how you cared for the creatures under your care, and how you followed the Golden Rule.

Mary Sietsema
mary@telecoons.com
Telecoons Cattery
www.telecoons.com

[Non-text portions of this message have been removed]
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