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NEW KITTEN CARE 
Some kittens get a bit stressed in the transition to their new home and may have temporary loss of appetite and/or diarrhea.  It rarely happens, but it is possible – so I’m just making you aware so you won’t be unnecessarily concerned.  It may also get a runny nose/eyes or sneezing in the first few days from changing environments, but it is nothing serious as long as it isn’t accompanied by fever and should disappear shortly.  Cats can also have allergies and colds just like people do.  

When you get your new kitten home, show it where its food, water and litter box are so it doesn’t 

have to wonder and maybe get distressed.  If it misses the litter box, pick the kitten up and put it in the box and make digging motions with its front paws.  Don’t punish the kitten.  

If you have one or more existing cats in your home, some breeders suggest giving all animals in your home a bath at the same time after the new kitten is in your home.  The purpose is so that all the animals smell the same, which sometimes makes introductions easier.  Be sure to give your existing cat(s) lots of attention in order to prevent jealousy over the new kitten developing and to avoid stirring up territorial instincts.  Your existing cat(s) it may not be happy to share its litter pan or food dish with the new arrival.  If this develops, give the new kitten its own.  Another trick to help ease their relationship is to rub something with your existing pets scent on the new kitten.  Yet another solution is to purchase a diffuser from a pet store that contains cat pheromones.  It’s a plug-in diffuser that calms cats.  It doesn’t work immediately,  but it does work – I’ve used it.  

Some kittens take to new surroundings and owners immediately.  Others feel disoriented.  Things are strange.  Mom and siblings are missing.  No familiar people are around.  It sometimes takes 2-3 days for the kitten to realize that you will love it, care for it, and be its buddy.  Just be patient and loving.  Keep the introduction to other family members and pets as quiet and stress-free as possible.  Allow the kitten to explore the house in its own time so it won’t be overwhelmed.  

You kitten has been raised completely indoors and has not been raised to be an outdoor cat.  Allowing your cat outdoors might result in exposure to Feline Leukemia Virus, Feline AIDS, and respiratory viruses, not to mention other outdoor hazards.  If you keep your kitten indoors, with proper care your kitten can have a life expectancy as much as 18 years! 

Your kitten has been eating BLUE BUFFALO for kittens and needs to continue to eat a high-quality kitten food for the entire first year of its life. Any change from what your kitten has normally eaten must be made gradually, mixing ¼ of the new food with BLUE BUFFALO for kittens and adding another ¼ the next week, and so on, until the kitten is 100% on the new food.  Otherwise, your kitten may get diarrhea from the change of food.  Do not give your kitten cow’s milk.  They can’t digest it and it can result in diarrhea.   It is not recommended nor necessary to feed your kitten canned food. It can actually cause loose stools or diarrhea.  Change in eating habits in general, such as brand of food, can also result in temporary diarrhea. The higher quality food you can afford to feed your kitten, the better its coat and general health will be.  It’s not so much the brand of the food but the protein and fat contents that need to be higher than regular cat food.  

Just like people, different kittens react to things differently.  If your kitten continues to have diarrhea and no cause can be determined, it may need a food with a lower fiber and/or fat content.  

It is important that your kitten always have fresh water available to drink. Do not give water to your cat from plastic material.  Plastic water dishes have been known to create a reaction, called  chin acne in cats.  Glass, ceramic, metal – anything other than plastic, is the best choice.  Feline acne can cause swelling and discomfort and be very difficult to clear up.  Our normal tap water can contain a bacteria called Giardia.  Water quality can be different in different cities or even vary day-to-day.  If your kitten has unexplained diarrhea, it may have gotten Giardia from its drinking water.  A kitten that wouldn’t normally get diarrhea from a change in water may do so if stress from being in a new home has lowered its immune system.  Basically, Giardia results in what we humans typically refer to as “Montezuma’s Revenge”.  It is easily treated by your vet. 

I have tried a variety of litters and my favorite is FELINE PINE in the pellet form.  If you try another brand and your kitten has accidents, you may need to use what it has been used to. IF you have any litter box accidents due to the transition, KITTEN ATTRACT and CAT ATTRACT litter does work as promised!
There are many houseplants that are poisonous to your cats.  You can research this online for a complete list.  You will need to remove any plants on that list from your home.

Most items that wouldn’t be safe for a human baby aren’t safe for your kitten either.  Using the same common sense you would to protect an infant, you can keep your kitten safe from unnecessary household hazards.  

ANY LYSOL PRODUCT is toxic to cats.  Use a 1% bleach to 10% water solution instead, but let it dry before your feline comes in contact with whatever was sprayed or wiped with the solution. 

Last but not least, give your kitten some toys to entertain itself with.  This will stimulate your kitten mentally and physically and prevent boredom that might lead to chewing electrical cords and in general getting into things not good for your kitten.  Toys don’t have to be expensive or in large quantity.  I provide all kinds of toys for my kittens and cats, but they’re just as happy playing with an empty toilet tissue or paper towel roller, a straw, or a piece of crumpled paper. With some imagination you can find many things around your house that will provide inexpensive fun for your kitten.  They typically like things that roll, have bells, or make a crinkle sound.  They also need a scratching post.  

If you have any questions, please contact me at 210-637-0283 or email kittens@lapeyrousepersians.com
Most importantly, ENJOY YOUR NEW KITTEN! 
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